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‘Count Bﬂ.ﬁﬂ, ’ Rescued From the Archives

By Perer Manes
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oraelties from the 15th con-
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Joenne Baillie. Horizons claims the
el ab Theatse an the Run, has
never boen performed  before, not
eveny iy Ballies owm time The
plece, bovingly if somewhat aridiy
raised from the dead by director
Lesslis Tacohsan, mokes for an v
ning that tichdes the Boces of doe-
toral camdidates in dramatic e
atare, All others may find “Count
Basl™ the kind of event that needato
b experienoed only for extra credit.
Balle, who died in 1851, s an as
urﬂmthemm]sdm}hmk-
ing Ureater, a women who penned
it FF—at
A tirne when the parsiil was poe-
seribed for men. Theugh a few of
her plays enjoved popalar soooess,
sty obhvers went unproduced and
were svailable onby in publighed vol-
i sk her Hirnted remown 45 2
“choset”™ dramatict, In recent wears,

some pretty remobe comers of the
cliset, v puliing oo works by a
Ith-century Samen mun by the
name of Hrotewitha of Gander-
ghiiam
“Count Basil,” pablished in 1798,
Likes a5 118 e the ways in which
nmrmnm%' pession manifests itself
a5 3 sigm of both great charcter ansd
inbense werkness, The tale recounts
the plight of a revered warrior,
plawed by Exie Schoen, whose dovos
Liom b o prineess, Yictoria (Jestic
Cerulle), softens his heart sa thaor-
ceghly that lee boses the will ba wage
war, That Vicloria is an accom-
i player of mind games doss
nothing fo ool Basil's ardor, Neor
will Basil be sidetracked by a dudke
(Cathering Aselford) 2nd a courtier
[Arnasd Simdand) determined 4o
use the count's distracton a5 a
betwern him and his men
s Basil g5 0 [ikable soffy—
henmnampum'atmn:hufmemn-
ciis's entmnccs—which makes the
story’s sensitive hero appealing and

errdiomally acceszable, He's the poor
duction’s best feature, especially
#ood in i wielbslagied soene in which
Bazll fecs down bz muobicous
troops znd wins them back not with
blusier but with reason. Corullo has
a boaygher assgnmernl, raking sy
of the unreadable Vicboria, the pes-
formames i one that an awdiencs is
never quite able to warm up to. A
couple of otles, mose eccemtnic cast.
ing docisions—saach a5 making the
dishe a waman—accomplish nodh-
ing but the draining aveay of credibd-
iy

Qften there zre reasons that a
play molders in the archivea, With
“Count Basil,™ it’s the Iniswrchy de-
vebapment of phot and the repetition
of theme, deficiences that make it a
sleeping pill. Jaoobson s added

Ere Schoen,
above, plays a
varrior and

Aselford ks, of
alll things, the
duke: it “Count
Basil," alse
featuring, at
left; Cate

Jessica Cemilla
ol Caren
Anton,

=ome pleasant mesic by composer
John Ward for her production at
Theatre on the Bun, and the cos-
L by William Poclowsky attrags
ﬁ‘-'ﬂvplﬂntlbeph:-'mthemlmﬂ
fuiry tales, SHill, this extrems ex-
amvplde o 3 delayed opening does not
affer *Count Basgl™ the prorise of
happﬁr—mn—a&m’._

Count Basil, by Soanar Baillte, Deect-
ed by Lesfie focobsom. Sefr, Bh'.p.
Beuck Derbeahiire: movcment, Korin
Alvemaitiz: Hghling, Conl F Guedena-
s soknd, Mapa Reddnso BAlR
Leigh-Evin Balmes; Cate Brewes, Colh
i Cddimg Caren Andom Apfrawi-
malsdy 2 hours 1§ mivster, Tlroy
Surme 23 ai Theatre o M R,

& Four Mile Bun D, Arlington, Czlf
TOT-243-8550 or vinif o,
Teorizgesthpatne, or,




