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2018 Capital Fringe Review: ‘Deadlie A�airs: Arden of Faversham’ by
Guillotine �eatre

Aaaahhh, DC. The theatre town we love to pretend we hate. A city saturated with classically-trained talent whose bread and butter

is day-player bits on true crime dramas – the ones I used to joke-watch as in undergrad, when drunk or unable to sleep at two AM.

(Did you know they filmed those here before you booked your first job on one? I didn’t.)

I promise I’m not being snide – this is the life for many a DC actor, and if we don’t have gallows humor, sometimes, what else do

we have? Actors tend to be the butt of so many other peoples’ jokes that it’s refreshing when someone steps up to tell us it’s okay to

make fun of ourselves.

With Deadlie Affairs, Guillotine Theatre has devised a fun, contemporary, updated riff on Arden of Faversham and the too-real

struggle of actors in DC here and now. Guillotine is a troupe with a long history of bringing lesser-known classical plays to the
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area. Arden of Faversham, written in 1592 by an anonymous playwright and based on a real domestic murder that shocked 15th-

century England, was based on Alice Arden (“Elizabethan trailer trash,” if you will), a woman who took a lover and murdered her

husband. But the crime was messy and didn’t go as planned. The play is rarely staged.

Combining Arden of Faversham with a modern-day storyline results in a heartfelt dark comedy that gives audiences the

opportunity to experience the juiciest bits of the extant text of Arden of Faversham, interspersed throughout the play to excellent

effect.

Cate Brewer and Catherine Aselford play Cathy and Tina, two cash-strapped DC actresses living in a group house, who, tired of

only booking thankless true crime jobs, decide to self-produce. Terrence Aselford joins them as Herb, their long-suffering

landlord, who helps them out with a readthrough of Arden, and might be enjoying it JUST a bit too much. As Fringe shows are

wont to be, the three actors make great use of minimal materials in an otherwise quite dense show, and it’s quite fun when they

trade characters back and forth with lots of shifting-around of hats and foam boffer weapons.

The Aselfords and Brewer devised this work together, and while some of the pacing felt a little off at times, the fun all three are

having was so obvious that at one point I turned to my guest and said, “Why am I laughing at murder!?” I can’t imagine anyone the

play won’t resonate with in some way, particularly in a town that takes itself as seriously as DC.

Stage Manager Lisa K. Blythe’s lighting design is also lovely, and works very well to move the transitions forward between Arden

and Now, in a production that would otherwise be staid. Luckily, it isn’t, and Guillotine Theatre continues to be good at telling us

it’s okay to laugh at the dark side of our nature. In the world we live in now, we need that.

Running Time: 40 minutes, with no intermission.

Deadlie Affairs: Arden of Faversham plays through July 28, 2018, at Violet – Arena Stage, Mead Center for American

Theatre — 1101 6th St. SW, in Washington, DC. For tickets, call (866) 811-4111, or purchase them at the door or online.

Rating: 

BUY TICKETS
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Emily Gilson

Emily Gilson makes art. A DC-based actor, rescue kitty mommy, historian, and professional Christmas caroler, she loves all things nerdy, British, chocolately, and
caffeinated, and moonlights as a front-of -house staff person and walking tour manager at Ford’s Theatre when not creating things. A native Washingtonian, Emily

holds a double BA in Drama Studies and Medieval History and Literature from Purchase College, SUNY, has studied with the Studio Theatre Acting Conservatory and
the Theatre Lab, and is a 2012 alumna of the Overtures musical theatre intensive at Signature Theatre. 2015 will mark her 3rd season as a company member with
42nd Street Singers, a costumed caroling group comprised of local musical theatre and opera talent. She thinks it would be awesome to be able to time travel and

is entirely unashamed of having seen 'Phantom of the Opera' – the first show she ever saw - roughly once every decade. www.emilygilsonactor.com

https://www.instagram.com/dcmetrotheaterarts
https://dcmetrotheaterarts.com/author/emily-gilson/
https://www.instagram.com/p/Bo0HL66h3-s
https://www.instagram.com/p/BohaQrbhHS5


10/12/2018 2018 Capital Fringe Review: 'Deadlie Affairs: Arden of Faversham' by Guillotine Theatre - DC Metro Theater Arts

https://dcmetrotheaterarts.com/2018/07/14/2018-capital-fringe-review-deadlie-affairs-arden-of-faversham-by-guillotine-theatre/ 4/6

https://www.instagram.com/p/BoSW1L6B92X
https://www.instagram.com/p/BoQJxJeB-ZV


10/12/2018 2018 Capital Fringe Review: 'Deadlie Affairs: Arden of Faversham' by Guillotine Theatre - DC Metro Theater Arts

https://dcmetrotheaterarts.com/2018/07/14/2018-capital-fringe-review-deadlie-affairs-arden-of-faversham-by-guillotine-theatre/ 5/6

https://www.instagram.com/p/BoEe1vhBQ7e
https://www.instagram.com/p/Bn_4Iw7B64Z


10/12/2018 2018 Capital Fringe Review: 'Deadlie Affairs: Arden of Faversham' by Guillotine Theatre - DC Metro Theater Arts

https://dcmetrotheaterarts.com/2018/07/14/2018-capital-fringe-review-deadlie-affairs-arden-of-faversham-by-guillotine-theatre/ 6/6

https://www.instagram.com/p/Bn_f-81BP5G
https://www.instagram.com/p/Bn47svQhoeV

